




“It’s all about sharing: sharing the facilities, 
sharing the mountain with other people.”
 
- Steve Appleby, Hobart Trail Runners

The mountain is part of Hobart. Unlike the pristine 
wild peaks found across the vast World Heritage 
Areas and national parks in Tasmania, the summit 
is encircled in asphalt and boasts the State’s tallest 
structure. Its status is little more than an city park  - 
without the park bench or waste bin. 

Accounting for all the gale winds, thick cloud, road 
closures and little to do other than admire the view, 
over 30% of all visitors to Hobart consistently each 
year traverse a narrow dead-end road to reach the 
summit.  As more tourists discover Hobart, more will 
seek to experience the mountain. The status quo is 
simply unsustainable. 

To do nothing condemns the mountain to further 
pressure of uncontrolled visitation and environmental 
degradation, whilst upgrading the road will take 
vegetation decades to regrow and hide a new scar.

For over a century, every local has subsidised free 
access for tourists and paid for park upkeep through 
their rates and taxes. MWCC offers to switch the 
funding model by offering a spectacular, memorable 
experience to charge willing tourists instead.

Tasmania has a golden opportunity to achieve a true 
sustainable future for the mountain, a solution built 
on balancing environmental stewardship, economic 
development and social responsibility.  The solution 
is the Mount Wellington Cableway Company.





Hobart >





COUNTER-BALANCED EFFICIENCY

Counterbalanced and synchronised, just two cabins 
will ascend the mountain. Both are fixed to the same 
haul rope, so whilst one arrives at the summit as the 
other returns to the base-station. Offering the most 
energy-efficient way to scale height, the weight of the 
descending ‘skytram’ helps pull up the ascending 
one. Typically towards the end of each day as more 
visitors leave the mountain than arrive, net energy 
gain helps offset our overall Hydro energy usage.

STABLE & AERODYNAMIC
 
Modern aerial tramways are well-suited for windy 
environments and long-spans between towers. On 
kunanyi / Mount Wellington, both Skytrams will 
be secured by three cables, or ‘ropes’ - two track 
ropes for stability and one haul rope for propulsion. 
This allows for reliable operation even in windy 
conditions, up to our comfort threshold.

FLEXIBLE USE

Spacious enough for school and tour groups, 
weddings and special events, these cabins have 
been specially designed for MWCC. Featuring an 
outdoor balcony that always face the city views, 
flush-floor loading and  floor-to-ceiling glass, the 
journey itself is set to create a memorable, family-
friendly experience for all visitors, of all ages and 
ability. 

ON-BOARD STAFF

Each Skytram is staffed by a Cabin Master. As tour 
guide they have the important role of ensuring 
visitors feel welcome and leave knowing more of the 
mountain’s story, whilst being fully-trained in first-
aid and security.

NIGHT CREW FREIGHT

With a payload of 6500kg, our proposed Skytrams 
can supply the Pinnacle Centre with all its water, gas 
and catering needs to operate - even when the road is 
closed due to snow or ice. At the end of each day, all 
waste, recycling and even sewerage tanks are ferried 
via the Skytrams to our loading bay at the bottom 
for proper treatment off the mountain. This avoids the 
need for septic tanks at the summit.

SILENT

There is no motor on board (as the haul rope is 
controlled at the base station) which allows for a very 
quiet experience for all mountain visitors.

< SHOWN FAR LEFT
The route is optimised to reduce both the number and height 
of towers required, keeping the cable cars above the canopy. 
This vastly improves visual and environmental impact.









Since 1904 when the Zig-Zag track opened, there 
have been calls for better access and amenity for 
the summit. We’ve heard these calls loud and clear, 
proposing not just tasteful commercial activity but 
better public facilities too. 

Our proposed Pinnacle Centre sits within the 
Wellington Park Pinnacle Zone Specific Area. This 
zone covers the summit of the mountain and allows 
for telecommunication infrastructure, commercial 
activities, transport depots and visitor services.

SIZE

The footprint of the proposed building is 1600sqm, 
split between public amenities and hospitality 
offerings. In comparison, the existing Broadcast 
Australia facility is 1171sqm and WIN TV is 597sqm, 
including their respective transmission towers.

ACCESS

MWCC propose to build a new non-slip, elevated 
and ramped boardwalk with lookouts and points of 
interest between the Pinnacle Centre and the existing 
carpark. This allows for the removal of the existing 
non-compliant, restrictive timber walkways.

To help restore the skyline, we also intend to partially 
remove the existing observation shelter (100sqm) 
built in 1988.



COMPLIANT BOARDWALKS

We propose to remove and rehabilitate the existing 
timber & chicken-mesh walkways. Replacing 
them will be a safer, wider, fully-ramped, non-slip 
boardwalk designed for the alpine environment. This 
new boardwalk will feature curious viewpoints and 
interpretation, all whilst meandering above the fragile 
flora and fauna to connect our Pinnacle Centre with 
the summit car park.

IMPROVED LOOKOUTS

The rooftop of our proposed Pinnacle Centre will 
be the new public lookout - with a heated, non-slip 
surface to deter snow build-up. We propose ample 
space and opportunity for all ages and abilities to 
enjoy the view, with multiple viewpoints and seating 
to invoke contemplation, snap a great photo or just 
soak up the vista. Native replanting to the roof-
edge, clever balustrading to mitigate snow-farming, 
a heated hand-rail and opportunities for curious 
interpretation completes this public space.

STORY TELLING

Interpretation is set to be the highlight of the 
Pinnacle Centre. Stories from the mountain’s ancient 
Geological decay, Aboriginal values, Colonial 
resource extraction to the modern day balance of 
recreation, preservation and access are set to fill 
curious minds as they explore the nooks throughout.

FIRST AID, CCTV, WIFI & SECURITY

On-site staff at the pinnacle will bring a wealth of 
benefits for its visitors and the environment. From 
improved security and better waste management 
to reduced littering, our proposal also includes 
a medical specialist on call for any unforeseen 
circumstances. Free public WiFi will also be 
available throughout the visitor centre.

COMMUNITY EVENT SPACE

A key request in our design brief, we are delighted to 
include a wind-sheltered, rooftop amphitheatre that 
celebrates the vista beyond. For general public use 
and community events, this space can be booked for 
concerts, weddings and school excursions, or just an 
ideal spot to pull out the thermos, set up the family 
picnic and admire the city views after a great day out 
on the mountain.

A SANCTUM

In addition to the outdoor amphitheatre, our Proposal 
offers something entirely new for the pinnacle. A 
space of solitude, silence and contemplation.

Facing true south to beautifully frame the South 
Wellington range ‘Iron Filings’, this Sanctum to the 
mountain is a refreshing, ceremonial atmosphere 
tucked away from the hustle and bustle of the 
cableway terminal, cafe and scenic-loving crowds.


























